Joan R McKeon

May 22, 2020

Joan Rogers McKeon died peacefully with her family at the Samaritan
Hospice in Voorhees on May 22, 2020. She was born to Donald and Esther
Rogers of Moorestown on November 30, 1926. The Rogers family was one of
the earliest Quaker families to settle in the area. She grew up in Moorestown,
New Jersey and graduated from Moorestown Friends School in 1944 and
Smith College in 1948.

While at Smith she met Jack McKeon. They were married in Moorestown in
1948. Until 1962, they lived on Long Island. Joan then returned with her family
to her hometown.

Joan spent the first years of her marriage as a housewife and mother to her
four children, John, Lucy, Amy and Tom. She yearned to do more. When the
last of the children reached school, she returned to school for a Master’s
degree in library science at Drexel University. Joan was the children’s librarian
in Moorestown for over 20 years. She nurtured a love of reading in many of
Moorestown’s children, who remember her reading clubs, films, craft
programs and summer programs at the library.

While living and raising their children in Moorestown, Joan and Jack made
many friends. Their swimming pool was a gathering place for neighborhood
families. Joan was active in many organizations including the Trinity Episcopal



Church, the Moorestown Field Club and the Moorestown Garden Club.
Throughout her life, she was a devoted caregiver to Jack and the children.

After Joan and Jack retired, Joan had many pursuits. Joan and Jack enjoyed
time in Nantucket and Vero Beach. Ultimately, they moved to Medford Leas
where they lived out their final chapter.

Joan was known for her warmth, quick wit and sharp intelligence. She was
also highly competent and dedicated to her many pursuits, all of which
engaged her relentless focus on getting things right and her precise eye for
detail. One of her passions was gardening. The McKeon house was always
noted for its extensive gardens requiring Joan to suffer through footballs,
running children, insects, groundhogs, dogs, and rabbits to maintain a
beautiful array of flowers. She maintained the tradition until this spring,
including community and table top gardens at Medford Leas and a vibrant
patio. She had plans for her balcony at Medford Leas this year had the virus
not cut off her access to the garden store. Her love of flowers and intense
attention to detail fueled a very successful career competing in flower shows.

Joan was also a great lover of literature, film and edgy TV series. As it
became harder to read, she became a devoted streamer of movies and TV
shows. She wrote and published crossword puzzles for the Sunday New York
Times. She wrote a history of the Trinity Church. Many birthdays, retirements,
and other events featured one of Joan’s poems about the subject of the party.
She was active with the Medford Leas literary journal.

The family appreciates the devoted care and support Joan received from the
staff at Medford Leas and the attention from longtime family friend Paula

Moss.

Joan missed husband Jack, her son John and her daughter Amy dearly. She



is survived by Lucy McKeon and Brad Armstrong of Cornwall, VT; Tom
McKeon and Mary Whited of Falmouth, Maine; and Scott Wallace of
Moorestown. She is also survived by six grandchildren and their families, who
she loved and enjoyed. Kai Armstrong, Claire Armstrong, Jamie Wallace and
Kristin Li, Dan Wallace and his companion Claire Lieberman, Maggie McKeon
and her fiancé Paul Friedman, and Caroline McKeon. She also got to know
and enjoy her great grandson Charlie.

Given the current circumstances, any Memorial Service will be delayed.
Donations in Joan’s memory may be made to the John H. McKeon Jr.
Scholarship at Moorestown Friends School, 110 East Main St. Moorestown NJ
08057.
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| just learned of Joan's passing and just wanted to convey

2 condolences to her family. Her wonderful character and knowledge
of gardening and in particular miniature arrangements will always be
with me.
I met Joan in 1992 and being a new MGC member she was one of
my mentors along with Kay Nicholson and Kate Haupt all of whom
passed as much info on to me as | could possibly absorb!
Gardening, etiquette, life and wry humor were all included in that
info! I have not seen her very much in the last few years but did
bring her garden club yearbooks at Medford Leas in hope she would
just show up at one of our meetings.
Joan will always be in my heart as well as the hearts of many other
woman who shared her dearest pastimes and passions.

Gina Zegel - July 09, 2020 at 08:41 AM



May 27, 2020

Dear Family of Joan,

Words cannot begin to tell you how sorry | am about Joan's
passing. She attended our Helping Hand Grief Support meetings
after Amy's passing. She was faithful about attending and she
seemed to get a lot of support from the group. It will be hard to think
of her as “gone” when we think of her sweet smile. She shared
words of wisdom in her own journey of grief and she will be missed
by the group. Love and memories are stronger than death. Please
accept our deepest sympathy and if we can offer our services of
support to you and your family, just let us know. We know these
circumstances are further complicated by not being able to have the
traditional funeral service and friends honoring Joan by their
attendance. Please know we will be with you in spirit. We pray that
your memories of Joan be a comfort to you as you honor her life
from this day forward.

Our Sincere Sympathy,

George and Wanda Stein

Helping Hand Grief Support

609-953-7333 ext 309

Wanda Stein - May 27, 2020 at 01:13 PM



| was so saddened to hear of Joan's passing. Our lives crossed in
Moorestown in so many ways over the years. The Library - | still
have a ribbon tree that my daughter, Stacy, made at one of her craft
sessions. The Garden Club - We joined in the same year so we did
many activities together as new members in that first year. At our
first flower show, her design got the blue in the Novice class. She
loved to do miniature design--and of course did them beautifully. At
Trinity Church we were on the Flower Guild together until she
moved to Medford Leas. After that she would sometimes come and
help on the holidays and | was always so glad to see her. We also
golfed at the Field Club together. | remember the first time | played
with her as a "9-Holer". | made a putt which was very close to the
hole and went to pick it up thinking it a "gimmie". Joan very politely
told me "We are in a tournament and every shot must be played
out”. | think of that with a smile often.

I will always think of Joan with respect, admiration and much
fondness. She will be missed!

Cathy Ruff

Cathy Ruff - May 26, 2020 at 04:50 PM

1 file added to the album 1944

Tom McKeon - May 24, 2020 at 12:11 PM



1 file added to the album 1944

Tom McKeon - May 24, 2020 at 12:10 PM



